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World Migratory Bird Day
by Michel le Bierma

     Enjoying birds can happen every day of the year, but on May 8 there
will be a celebration called World Migratory Bird Day. It is the day
when thousands of people in Canada and the United States will make a
special effort to educate others, educate themselves and get out to
look for the myriad of birds flying to their summer homes.
     Over 4,000 species of birds worldwide migrate. This is 40% of all
avian species. Many birds we see migrating use the Mississippi Flyway
to get here. This flyway acts as a superhighway, one of four in North
America. It gives the birds good stopover spots to find food and rest,
plus provides plenty of water and cover to avoid predators. We are
lucky to live near the Mississippi as it gives us a front row seat to
watch this natural phenomenon.
     For birds, getting from their wintering grounds to their summer
homes can be a very long journey with many obstacles along the way.
These include lack of food, light pollution, tall buildings, electrical
lines and poles, wind turbines, inexperience, unknown predators,
natural disasters and others. Once they’ve reached their nesting
grounds, the race is on. They’ll need to find a territory, attract a mate,
create a nest, defend their territory, lay eggs and hopefully,
successfully raise a family before the time comes to head south again.

Every newsletter in 2021
will have 5 trivia questions
in this space. If you email

Ashley your answers
before the next newsletter,

you will get a ticket for
each correct answer. At

the end of the year, we will
randomly select one of
these tickets, and the

winner will receive a prize
of the book 'A Field Guide
to the Natural World of the

Twin Cities'!
 

What MN insect has been
known to eat birds? 

 

Which insect is the loudest
animal on earth for its

size? 
 

Which insect is the loudest
animal on earth for its

size? 
 

Which insect is the loudest
animal on earth for its

size? 
 



World Migratory Bird Day cont.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology- https://www.birds.cornell.edu
All About Birds- https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
iNaturalist- https://www.inaturalist.org 
Ebird- https://ebird.org 
Merlin https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org 
Seek- https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
... and many others.

     While some birds are just arriving, some have already started the art
of courtship and nest building, and others are feeding and raising their
chicks.
     You can look for birds from your window, in your yard, in your
neighborhood, at a local park or cemetery and any of Three Rivers'
amazing parks. Really, you can be looking for birds anywhere and
anytime! You don’t need any special equipment in order to watch for all
these birds. A lot of birds can be identified with just your eyes. 
 Binoculars are a great tool if they are available to you. They can help
you see details that you might need in order to identify a bird or find a
bird at their nest. Other birds may need a closer look using a spotting
scope. You can find some spotting scopes set up for visitors at State
and National Parks, and you can look for Naturalists at Mississippi
Gateway Park (and other Three Rivers Parks) during programs or just
hanging out in the park.
    At Mississippi Gateway Park in early April, we saw Osprey, Eastern
Phoebes, Eastern Bluebirds, Red-winged Blackbirds, Great Blue Herons,
Killdeer, Northern Flickers, Double Crested Cormorants, Song Sparrows
and more. There were still a few Fox Sparrows and Juncos feeding up
to be ready to fly north. Soon we should see birds like Baltimore
Orioles, Scarlet Tanagers, Rose Breasted Grosbeaks and many, many
more.
     When you are out looking for these marvelous birds, please
remember it is nesting season and we don't want to disturb the birds or
nests. It’s important that we are careful so our feathered friends can be
successful.
     Along with a good bird book, there are some great websites and
apps to help you in your quest to learn more about the birds in the area:

     I hope you will celebrate World Migratory Bird Day in some way. You
can find out more about it at https://www.migratorybirdday.org and
Bird Watchers Digest at https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/

Keep your eyes to the sky and enjoy watching the birds!
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Which insect shares a
reproductive strategy with

Clone Troopers?  
 

John Boepple, a German
immigrant and inventor
who changed the button
industry, was ironically
killed by what animal? 

 

How many species of
Earthworm are native to

MN? 
 

 

Trivia cont.

https://www.birds.cornell.edu/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://ebird.org/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.migratorybirdday.org/
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/
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Volunteering Opportunities

Park Host 
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our
team! Being a Park Host entails going out into the park and
engaging with the public, being available to answer general
questions, and being a welcoming presence for our visitors.

Dragonfly Monitoring Citizen Science  
This citizen science project is focused on catching, identifying and
recording species of dragonflies and damselflies. This project will
have a training on Sunday, May 16, 3-5 PM and the project itself will
occur May–September. If you are interested in this project, contact
Michelle (Michelle.Bierma@ThreeRiversParks.org) or Alan
(Alan.Holzer@ThreeRiversParks.org) by May 12. 
 

If you have any interest in any of these opportunities, please reach out
to Ashley at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.

In the last month, Gene Lau hit an incredible milestone: 10,000 volunteer hours!  
Just to give you an idea, that's close to 5 years of full-time work.

Gene has volunteered at places all over the Park District, and we are lucky to have
him help here at MGW. We cannot thank you enough, Gene, for the wonderful work

you do, and that you are a part of our team. We hope you will all help us to
celebrate this amazing accomplishment.

Congratulations to Gene Lau!

"Changing 
the World
always 
needs

volunteers."


